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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH (S) OR THIRTY (30). DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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Restriction is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 and 372. 

This application contains the following inventions or groups of inventions which 
are not so linked as to form a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 . 

In accordance with 37 CFR 1 .499, applicant is required, in reply to this action, to 
elect a single invention to which the claims must be restricted. 

Group I, claim(s) 1-3, drawn to a cartridge. 

Group II, claim(s) 4-10, and 12-15, drawn to a filtration module. 

Group III, claim(s) 1 1 , drawn to a method for reducing a required inventory of 
filter cartridges. 

Group IV, claim(s) 16, drawn to a sealing plate. 

The inventions listed as Groups l-IV do not relate to a single general inventive 
concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT Rule 13.2, the shared technical 
feature of the fluid passageway including two substantially parallel flat surfaces of 
claims I, II, and IV does not provide a contribution over the prior art (see the rejection 
under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) over Ardes et al of claim 4 listed below, and because group III 
lacks the technical feature of the fluid passageway including two substantially flat 
parallel surfaces as required by groups I, II, and IV. 

During a telephone conversation with Mr. Timothy J. King on 10-26-05 a 
provisional election was made without traverse to prosecute the invention of group II, 
claim 4-10, and 12-15. Affirmation of this election must be made by applicant in 
replying to this Office action. Claims 1-3, 1 1 , and 16 have been withdrawn from further 
consideration by the examiner, 37 CFR 1.142(b), as being drawn to a non-elected 
invention. 



The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 
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The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

Claims 4-10, and 12-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as 
failing to comply with the enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter 
which was not described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in 
the art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use 
the invention. 

The specification fails to adequately disclose the structure corresponding to the 
"means" recited on line 4 of claim 4. 

With respect to claims 12-1 5, it is unclear as to how the "at least two flanges" 
relates to the "flanges" recited in claims 6 and 7. 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 4-10, and 12-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

With respect to line 3 of claim 4, it is unclear as to what structure the phrase 
"means for locking said bowl to said manifold" implies. On line 5, it is unclear as to how 
a "passageway" can have an "outer surface" since a "passageway" is a space as 
opposed to a structural member. 
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With respect to claim 10, "said collar" lacks antecedence with respect to claims 4 

and 5. 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1 ), (2), and (4) of section 371 (c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

Claims 4, 5, 8, 9, and 12-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Ardes. 

With respect to claim 4, Ardes discloses a filtration module (see FIGS. 1-2) which 
includes a manifold 2, a filter cartridge 4 and a bowl 3 which houses the filter cartridge, 
and means for locking the bowl to the manifold (e.g., the threaded connection between 
parts 2 and 3, the "means" language being interpreted broadly since the structure 
associated with the "means" has not been adequately defined in the specification), 

t- 
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a key 12 secured to two substantially parallel surfaces (e.g., on part 6 shown in FIG. 2) 
on an outer surface of a fluid passageway 6 formed with the filter cartridge, the key 
having at least two attachment elements 7 attached to the bowl (e.g., via the module 2), 
the filtration cartridge and bowl being in fluid communication with the manifold in a 
manner which prevents mixing of a fluid feed to the filtration cartridge with a permeate 
removed from the filtration cartridge. 

Concerning claim 5, Ardes discloses the key 12 as being attached to the bowl by 
prongs extending 7 from the key 12 which ft over a lip 8 of the bowl. 

With respect to claim 8, Ardes discloses an inlet (e.g., adjacent valve 5 shown in 
FIG. 1) for feed to the bowl and an outlet for permeate from the filter cartridge (e.g., 
carrying part 6). 

With respect to claim 9, Ardes discloses an inlet (e.g., adjacent valve 5 shown in 
FIG. 1 ) for feed to the filter cartridge and an outlet for permeate from the bowl (e.g., 
carrying part 6). 

Concerning claims 12, 14, and 15, Ardes discloses the key as including at least 
two flanges 1 1 and a boss 12 on the outside surface of each flange (see FIGS. 1-2). 

With respect to claim 13, Ardes discloses at least two flanges 1 1 including a 
groove on a lower surface of the flanges adapted to mate with an inner surface of a 
collar (e.g., defined by the coil spring surrounding part 12) attached to the bowl (e.g., via 
module 12). 
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Claims 6, 7, and 10 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) 
under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all of 
the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Matthew O. Savage whose telephone number is (571 ) 
272-1146. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 7:00am-3:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Duane Smith can be reached on (571 ) 272-1 166. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571 -273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1724 
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